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Exploration an* Utecobets 

FOUR NEWLY DISCOVERED BIBLICAL MANUSCRIPTS' 

There have recently been brought to this country four manuscripts 
each containing a portion of the Bible in Greek that seem likely to prove 
of exceptional interest to biblical scholars. 

These manuscripts were bought by Mr. Charles L. Freer, of Detroit, 
at Cairo, Egypt, early in 1907, of a dealer named Ah* Arabi. They were 
said to have come from Akhmim (the ancient Panopolis) in Upper Egypt. 
In 1886 a manuscript of the apocryphal Gospel and Revelation of Peter 2 
was found in an ancient burying-ground in this neighborhood. Con- 
sidering that the manuscripts show unmistakable signs of having been 
long buried, I am inclined to accept the very general statement about 
their origin as indicating the place where they were found. The four 
manuscripts contain portions of the Bible, in no case duplicating each 
other, and nothing of a different nature is contained in the collection. 
The manuscripts are of different sizes, shapes, and ages. I have provision- 
ally numbered them with Roman numerals in the biblical order. 

Manuscript I, containing Deuteronomy and Joshua entire in the Sep- 
tuagint version, is written in a large, upright uncial hand on parchment. 
It seems to have been written in the fourth or fifth century. It is finely 
preserved, as can be seen from Fig. 2, which shows the first page of Joshua. 
There are at present 108 leaves in this manuscript, but as the first form 
or quire is numbered AZ and the forms usually contain 8 leaves each, 
it is manifest that about 288 leaves are missing. The manuscript must 
once have contained also Genesis to Numbers inclusive. It seems likely 
that it was divided at the time of discovery, and, if so, the missing portion 
is doubtless still in existence. The general character of the writing is 
well shown in Fig. 2, except that this page happens to have several capi- 
tals, which are extremely rare in the preceding portion of the manuscript. 

As regards the quality of the text, a comparison of the first 33 verses 
of Deuteronomy gives the following results : MS I has 25 individual variants, 
of which 12 are itacisms and the others, with few exceptions, trivial changes. 
Doubtless many of these are found in later MSS, as I compared it only 

1 A fuller description of these manuscripts will appear in the American Journal 
of Archaeology for March, 1908. 

2 Published by Bouriant, Memoires de la Mission Archeologique Francaise au 
Caire, Vol. IX, pp. 142 f. 
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FREER MANUSCRIPT III (Fig. i) 
Mark 16: 17-20 
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FREER MANUSCRIPT I (Fig. 2) 
Joshua 1 : 1-8 
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with the three old uncial MSS whose readings are shown in Swete's edition 
of the Septuagint. In disputed readings MS I agrees with Vaticanus 
alone 24 times against the others, with Alexandrinus 3 times, and with 
Ambrosianus only once. Where it agrees with two of the MSS against the 
third, it shows a preference for the combination Alexandrinus + Am- 
brosianus, agreeing 15 times, against 6 and 7 agreements with the other 
combinations. 

Manuscript II contains the Psalms entire, with the addition of a psalm 
numbered 151 and a part of the first Canticle. It was written on parch- 
ment in a large upright uncial hand, probably of the fourth century. The 
manuscript is badly decayed, so that no page is uninjured, yet a goodly 
portion of every psalm will doubtless prove recoverable. It is the oldest 
manuscript of the four and presents a remarkably clean and accurate text. 
While not agreeing absolutely with the Vaticanus, it inclines strongly 
toward that manuscript. It seems superior to the other uncial manuscripts 
with which I have compared it. The last seven leaves are in a much later 
hand, indicating that the manuscript was repaired about 600 A. d. 

Manuscript III is written on parchment in small, slightly sloping 
uncials, and contains the four Gospels complete in the following order: 
Matthew, John, Luke, Mark. The board covers adorned with paintings 
of the four apostles are exceptionally well preserved. It seems quite cer- 
tain that this is not the original binding, but it must nevertheless be dated 
as early as the beginning of the seventh century. 

The manuscript was written in the fifth or sixth century and is very 
well preserved. The general character of the writing is illustrated by 
Fig. 1 (see Frontispiece)., which shows the last page of Mark and a very 
interesting subscriptio. I would call special attention to the monogram for 
Christus. In this form it is frequent in the last part of the fourth and in the 
fifth century. As regards the value of the text I can say more in praise of 
the parent manuscript than in defense of the scribe of this one. Itacisms 
are very numerous, while examples of metathesis, dittography, and slight 
omissions or insertions all occur. I noted thirty-two such errors in the 
first two chapters of Matthew. On the other hand, its evidence on dis- 
puted readings is most interesting. Out of some thirty passages of this 
character, thirteen show Syrian and two Western influence; yet in eight 
passages the readings are clearly pre-Syrian, and there are besides three 
good special variants. As a sample, we find in Matt. 1 : 18, tov 8c 'Irjo-ov y 
yei/€cri9, where the Sinaitic and MSS under Syrian influence have tov 8c 
'Irjaov XpLvrov (cf. Westcott and Hort, II, Appendix, p. 7, who object to 
this use of the article) . The Vaticanus has tov Sc Xpto-Tov *I-q<rov, while tov 
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8c XpLvrov is the Western reading supported by Irenaeus and the early Latin 
versions. Irenaeus (Haer. 3:16:2) in fact contrasts the two readings 
% lrj<rov and Xpiarov and defends the latter as essential to correct belief and 
so protected by the Sacred Spirit. Is it not then possible that rov 8c 'Irjaov 
was the original text, even though it has disappeared from all Greek manu- 
scripts except ours ? It is found also in the Persian translation, presumably 
late, and is referred to by Maximus Confessor. 

The most interesting point in regard to Manuscript III is its position 
on the question of the insertions or omissions in the text of the Gospels. 
Mark 16:9-20 is not only present but after 16:14 the following paragraph 
is added: 

fcafcelvoc aireXoyovvro^ Xeyovres on 6 I alobv outo? tt)? avofiias teal 
rr)? aTTKTTias I inrb rov ^aravav eanv 6 firj icov ra inro I tcov irvevfJid- 
tcov aKadapra ttjv a\rj0eiav I rov deov KaraXafSeaOai* Bvvafitv. 
Bia I tovto cnro/caXvyfrov aov ttjv Bucatoav I vrjv ^877, eicelvoi eXeyov 
t© Xpiarq) • real 6 I X/moto? i/ceivois irpoaeXeyev on ireirXripco I rat 6 
opos t&v er&v rf)? t^ovaias rov I Saram, aXXa eyyi^ei aXXa Betvd 5 • 
Kal v I irep &v iyco afiaprrjcavTcov 6 7rapeh66r)V | ek Odvarov Iva wro- 
arpeyjrcoaiv ek rrjv I aXrjOeiav Kal firj/cerc afiaprrjacoaiv, I Iva rfjv iv 
rq> ovpavq) 7rv€V/JbanK7jv Kal a I <f>6aprov tt)? hiKaioavvqs Bo^av I kXtj- 
povofirjccoaiv. aXXa TropevOevres, ktX. 

As emended we may translate : 

And they answered, saying, "This age of unrighteousness and unbelief is under 
the (power of) Satan, which does not permit the things which are (made) impure 
by the (evil) spirits to comprehend the truth of God (and) his power. For this 
reason reveal thy righteousness now," they said to Christ, and Christ replied to 
them: "The limit of the years of the power of Satan has been fulfilled, but other 
terrible things are near at hand; and I was delivered unto death on behalf of 
those who sinned, in order that they may return to the truth and sin no more, to 
the end that they may inherit the spiritual and incorruptible glory of righteousness 
(which is) in heaven. But go ye into all the world," etc. 

The first few lines of this paragraph were previously known in Latin 
translation from Jerome, contra Pelag., 2, 15, who stated that he had 
found the extra verse in some manuscripts, especially Greek. As he has 
changed the form of the statement slightly, he was probably citing from 
memory. 

Not only is this passage interesting because of the new saying of Christ 

3 MS. aireKoyovvre. s MS. dtva. 

4 Sc. Kal. 6 Read, vir&p tCjv afiapT7)(rdvT(ov £y&. 
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which it contains, but also for the light which it throws on the question 
of the origin of Mark 16:9-20. The explanation which has found most 
favor since Westcott and Hort is that the end of Mark, either never com- 
pleted, or mutilated by accident, was replaced by verses borrowed from 
an unknown gospel. Not only do we know the names of such uncanonical 
gospels, but also an Armenian manuscript of the year 989 has these verses 
of Mark in regular position, but with the statement that they are "of the 
Elder Ariston. ,, A certain Aristion lived in the first century and is men- 
tioned by his follower Papias as a disciple of the Lord. 

Among other passages of doubtful authority in the Gospels, the story 
of the woman taken in adultery, John 7:53 — 8:11, is omitted in MS III; 
so also Luke 6:5; 22 : 43, 44 ; 23 : 34; John 5 : 4, etc. On the other hand, 
the supposed liturgical ending of the Lord's prayer, Matt. 6: 13, is found in 
this manuscript, as well as Luke 24:12; 24:40; Matt. 16:2, 3; also Luke 
2 4 : 36, 37, changed and enlarged to read "It is I, be not afraid; peace 
be unto you." 

Manuscript IV is a badly decayed fragment, now containing many 
short portions of the epistles of Paul. It is written on parchment in small 
uncials and probably belongs to the fifth century. From a couple of 
quire numbers preserved it is possible to determine that the manuscript 
originally contained Acts and practically all of the epistles, but not Revela- 
tion. My brief examination shows that the text was good and singularly 
free from interpolations. While no continuous portion of the text remains, 
many brief passages from Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Thessa- 
lonians, and Hebrews can be recovered. 

Henry A. Sanders 

The University of Michigan 

[The Biblical World takes special pleasure in publishing the above descrip- 
tion by Professor Sanders of the newly discovered Freer manuscripts. They are 
of great importance for the text criticism of the Bible. A paleographical and 
critical discussion of the ending of Mark's Gospel as here found will appear in 
the March number. — Eds.1 



THE NEW GOSPEL FRAGMENT FROM OXYRHYNCHUS 

In May of 1906, at a meeting of the Egypt Exploration Fund in London, 
Mr. Grenfell announced the discovery at Oxyrhynchus, in the preceding 
December, of a considerable fragment of an apocryphal gospel, which 
promised to be of much interest. It was further stated that the fragment 
dealt with a conversation between Jesus and a Jew on the subject of cere- 
monial purification, and concluded with a stern rebuke administered to the 



